maximum, diffusion potential; a trait which has minimum
objective validity and maximum subjective validity will have
minimum diffusion-potential Objective facts are universal
subjective tastes are individual*, social opinions stand bet"
ween. Biological needs are few in number, and each is
universal in demand, and the culture-traits which meet
these wants will have maximum diffiisibility; aesthetic tastes
are many; each has a limited appeal, and the culture-traits
which have aesthetic appeal will have limited diffusion.

6   Traits and Individuals

We postulated that in the world there are individual
human beings and individual culture-traits, not organic
groups of either* The individuals and the culture-traits
form innumerable permutations and combinations. Each
trait is capable of independent diffusion, and each individual
is capable of independent acquisition. . Christianity, parlia-
mentary government, cricket, eating beef and pork, industri-
alism, Pelmanism, motor-cars, under-ground railways and a
host of other culture-traits, occur in England. But they are
not all linked together to form an organic unit and do not
all diffuse as a unit. Each of these is capable of independent
diffusion. We have in India industrialists who are not
Englishmen, who are not Christians, who do not eat beef or
pork, who do not travel on underground railways and so on*
Different permutations and combinations of the culture-traits
occut in both areas.

Each individual acquires severe! culture-traits, and each
trait diffuses to several individuals. No two individuals need
necessarily have the same set of traits, and no two traits need
necessarily have the same number of individuals sharing
them* Each individual is a member of as many groups as he
has culture-traits, and there are as many culture-groups as
there are culture-traits. .The same individual may belong tc
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